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Monthly Heard Bird Walk 

8 November 2014 

Gailon Brehm with photos by Mike Cameron 

Nineteen of us, including 4 youngsters, enjoyed the monthly bird walk and survey, co-hosted 

by PTAS and the Heard Wildlife Sanctuary. Leaders were Rodney Thomas, Mike Cameron, and 

Gailon Brehm. The wind 

picked up soon after we 

began and did reduce bird 

activity.  Winter birds are 

more abundant now 

including the Pine Siskin 

shown below. These 

goldfinch-like birds are 

uncommon and sporadic 

because they move about 

their winter range widely. 

Some years they are seen 

much more often than others. 

This birds was persistently 

eating the seeds from this tall 

flower, giving us a good 

look.  

We were quite pleased 

as well to see Harris’s 

Sparrows, below. These are 

large, striking sparrows with 

pinkish bills and bold black 

caps and bibs. Their range is 

confined to the middle of the 

continent; so people living 

on either the east or west 

coasts of the US and Canada 

are quite pleased to see them 

when they visit us during the 

winter season. 

Although a very 

common species, seen on 

essentially every Heard bird 

walk and in neighborhoods 

throughout the southern US, I could not resist including a photo of the Northern Mockingbird. We 

acutally saw a surprisingly large group of these birds, maybe eight or more together. Since 

Mockingbirds are normally solitary, their tendency to collect in groups during the fall is always a 

little surprising. That probably shows how little we know about the detailed behavoir of many 

Pine Siskin, occasional winter visitor – photo by Mike 

Cameron 
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common birds. Acutally, I 

think some groups of 

Mockingbirds are migratory, 

at least for short distances. 

They may move a little south, 

or a bit lower in altitude in the 

winter. But, I personally 

don’t really know; maybe you 

have access to a few more 

facts and could write an 

article on just that subject?  

Finally, let’s have a short 

bird identification lesson. 

Those of you who have 

joined us on the bird walks 

may remember me saying 

that we try to quickly identify 

birds by shape alone – or 

maybe add just a little more 

information by the light/dark 

color patterns. The photo 

below was taken behind the 

main building at the Heard. 

There are two different 

species of birds shown on the 

wires in that photo. The 

lighting conditions provide 

mostly a silhouette view with 

little other detail. 

Nevertheless, it is possible to 

identify the two species 

shown only by their 

silhouettes and the 

knowledge that they were 

seen in November in North 

Texas. The single bird on the 

far right is different from the 

rest. It is larger, has a long 

pointed tail, a small head, and 

narrow shoulders. The other 

birds, especially the one 

highest in the photo, have larger rounded heads, short necks, rounded bodies, and medium-length 

tails. Did you identify them? You’ll have to read upside down below the photo to find the answer! 

Harris’s Sparrow, winters only in south central US – photo 

by Mike Cameron 

Northern Mockingbird, what’s not to love? – photo by 

Mike Cameron 
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Our next walk is to be held on the second Saturday of December; so expect more great 

sparrows. The wetlands remain dry at present; but we remain optimistic that heavy rains will re-

fill them soon, and we will see many additional species. Please join us to find out! 

 

List of Birds Seen with Census Numbers as Reported to Cornell eBird 

TX-Heard Nat. Sci. Mus.& Wildlife Sanct, Collin, US-TX 
Nov 8, 2014 7:19 AM - 11:12 AM 
Protocol: Traveling 3.0 mile(s) 
35 species (+1 other taxa) 
 
cormorant sp. (Phalacrocorax sp.)  1 
Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)  7 
Cooper's Hawk (Accipiter cooperii)  1 
Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus)  1 
Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis)  3 
Franklin's Gull (Leucophaeus pipixcan)  100 
Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis)  1 
Rock Pigeon (Feral Pigeon) (Columba livia (Feral Pigeon))  13 
Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura)  2 
Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus)  3 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius)  1 

Birding by Shape, identify both species – photo by Gailon Brehm 
 

Mourning Dove and Eastern Bluebird. 

Answer to bird ID quiz below: 
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Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens)  2 
Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus)  1 
American Kestrel (Falco sparverius)  1 
Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe)  1 
Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata)  4 
American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos)  5 
Carolina Chickadee (Poecile carolinensis)  2 
Tufted Titmouse (Baeolophus bicolor)  1 
Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus)  2 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula)  2 
Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis)  6 
American Robin (Turdus migratorius)  3 
Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos)  3 
European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris)  30 
Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata)  6 
Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus)  1 
Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca)  1 
Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia)  2 
White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis)  8 
Harris's Sparrow (Zonotrichia querula)  3 
Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis)  7 
Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus)  15 
Common Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula)  6 
House Finch (Haemorhous mexicanus)  4 
Pine Siskin (Spinus pinus)  1 
 
View this checklist online at http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S20478293 

 

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S20478293

