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Monthly Heard Bird Walk 

9 May 2015 

Gailon Brehm with photos by Mike Cameron 

It turned out to be a day of small surprises. After many days of rain, rain was once again 

forecasted. As always, we held the bird walk, given that there was no serious danger, and 27 people 

arrived, eager to see birds! We had two children and some master naturaliast students. As it turned 

out we had nearly three hours to enjoy the birds before heavy rain set in. And the birds were good. 

As usual this monthly bird walk and survey, co-hosted by PTAS and the Heard Wildlife Sanctuary, 

was led by Rodney Thomas, Mike Cameron, and Gailon Brehm. 

We were treated not by lots of 

migrants moving through 

north Texas as many had seen 

earlier in the week, but by 

great sightings of local 

breeding birds. The singing 

Indigo and Painted Buntings 

were cooperative. In one case 

the males of both species were 

in the same small tree. Overall 

we saw 36 species of birds. 

It turned out that the bird 

banding team was active that 

morning, and we got to see 

them in action. Thanks so 

much to Jennifer Maxwell, 

Denise Dengler, and Betty 

Parker for showing us a 

beautiful female Prothonotary 

Warbler and letting us observe 

as they weighed and measured 

it. They measured and called 

out various feather length 

measurements and overall 

body weight. Then, Jennifer 

puffed air on the breast to 

expose bare skin. At that point 

she called out the fat reserves 

(zero) and the presence of a 

brood patch and an egg. The 

brood patch is a spot on the 

belly bare of feathers, but 

overlapped with longer 

feathers, that is used to warm 

the eggs during incubation. It 

is typical of nesting females. 

Indigo and Painted Buntings – photos by Mike Cameron 
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The egg showed as a white shadow through the skin on the lower belly. The thick fat layer that is 

often seen on birds preparing for migration was not present on this bird because that bird had 

burned those resources in migration from the tropics to North Texas and in nest preparation. On 

the other hand, abundant food supplies are available locally to nourish the bird and its chicks during 

the nesting season. Thanks again, banders, for the learning opportunity. 

Our next walk is to be held after a summer break, on the second Saturday of September; so 

expect a shift in the seasons and to see lots of just hatched birds and birds ready to leave the area 

for their winter homes. Please join us to see what we find! 

 

Female Prothonotary Warbler at banding station – photo by Mike Cameron 
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List of Birds Seen with Census Numbers as Reported to Cornell eBird 

TX-COL-Heard Nat. Sci. Mus.& Wildlife Sanct, Collin, US-TX 
May 9, 2015 7:20 AM - 10:41 AM 
Protocol: Traveling 2.5 mile(s) 
36 species: 

Canada Goose (Branta canadensis)  6 
Wood Duck (Aix sponsa)  1 
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos)  2 
Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias)  6 
Great Egret (Ardea alba)  6 
Green Heron (Butorides virescens)  2 
Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura)  3 
Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis)  1 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris)  1 
Red-bellied Woodpecker (Melanerpes carolinus)  3 
Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens)  5 
Eastern Wood-Pewee (Contopus virens)  1 
Eastern Phoebe (Sayornis phoebe)  2 
Great Crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus crinitus)  1 
Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis)  1 
Blue-headed Vireo (Vireo solitarius)  1 
Philadelphia Vireo (Vireo philadelphicus)  1 
American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos)  3 
Purple Martin (Progne subis)  11 
Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica)  4 
Tufted Titmouse (Baeolophus bicolor)  5 
Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicianus)  4 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea)  3 
Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis)  4 
Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum)  25 
Prothonotary Warbler (Protonotaria citrea)  3 
Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas)  3 
Northern Parula (Setophaga americana)  1 
Blackburnian Warbler (Setophaga fusca)  1 
Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia)  2 
Northern Cardinal (Cardinalis cardinalis)  9 
Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea)  4 
Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris)  3 
Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus)  6 
Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater)  6 
Baltimore Oriole (Icterus galbula)  2 

 
View this checklist online at http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S23336561 
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